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September 23, 1904 



TURKEY. 

Report from Bagdad — Cholera. 

Vice-Consul Hiirner forwards the following, through the American 
legation at Constantinople, under date of August 4 and 8: 

Weekly sanitary bulletin, July 23 to 30, 1904- 
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Report from, Smyrna — Plague. 

Consul Lane reports, under date of September 8, the presence of 
plague at Smyrna. 

WEST INDIES. 

Reports from Barbados — Inspection of vessels — Leprosy — Circular 
relative to disinfection of vessels. 

Assistant Surgeon Ward reports, August 27 and September 2, as 
follows: 

During the week ended August 27, 1904, 1 fumigated the following 
vessels: 

On August 24, the British steamship Homer, from Santos and Rio de 
Janeiro, bound for New Orleans, with a cargo of coffee; no passen- 
gers; 29 crew, all well. 

On August 26, the Russian bark Schwanden, from Rio de Janeiro, 
waiting here for orders, in stone ballast, with 13 crew, all well. It is 
expected that this vessel will remain at this port at least six days from 
this date, and if such be the case I shall embody this fact, as well as 
the condition of the crew while at Barbados, in the certificate of dis- 
infection. 

On the same date (August 26) the Norwegian ship Stamboul, from 
Delagoa Bay, Africa, bound for Mobile in sand ballast, with 16 crew, 
all well. This fumigation was done at the request of the agents in 
order that all rats be killed. 

I also inspected 2 steamships and 1 sailing vessel in addition to those 
fumigated, as well as 146 crew, 47 steerage, and 14 cabin passengers, 
of whom 18 steerage and 7 cabin passengers were taken on at this 
port. 

The health of Barbados remains good. There was 1 death from 
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leprosy on the 26th, which occurred in the leper lazaretto, where there 
are at present 132 inmates. 

As it is not the custom to report deaths on this island, but only to 
register burials, and these separately in the 11 parishes, I have been 
unsuccessful, as yet, in gaining any idea as to the number of deaths 
and their causes each week. 

Infectious diseases, such as smallpox, cholera, yellow fever, plague, 
and diphtheria must be reported at once by the head of the family or 
by his nearest relative, as well as by the doctor in attendance, to the 
sanitaiy inspector of that parish, and he notifies the commissioners of 
health of the same parish, who report the facts of the case to the clerk 
of the general board of health. The commissioners of health take all 
the sanitary precautions considered necessary by them and keep the 
general board informed of its work. 

The commissioners of health in each of the parishes other than Saint 
Michael's are appointed by the vestry of that parish each year, and 
consist of 5 persons, of whom not less than 3 are members of the 
vestry. The highway commissioners for the city of Bridgetown are 
also the commissioners of health for the parish of Saint Michael. 

Week ended September 2, 1901: 

In addition to the transactions of this station as stated in my letter 
of the 29th ultimo, I have the honor to inform } T ou that since my 
arrival here the local authorities as well as the shipping interests have 
assisted me in every possible way in the performance of my duties. 

To show the attitude of the health officers toward the officers of this 
Service, I forward herewith a copy of the permit relative to the board- 
ing of vessels at this port issued to me by them. 

I have arranged that all persons applying to steamship companies 
here for a third-class passage to any port in the United States be sent 
to this office for a thorough examination before tickets are sold to them. 
Thus far this plan is working admirably and with the hearty coopera- 
tion of the shipping agents. 

Cabin passengers are permitted to embark without examination, and 
a certificate from the ship's doctor is taken in lieu of an examination 
of this class of passengers aboard the vessel on her arrival at Barbados. 

I board each vessel bound for a port in the United States as late as 
practicable before sailing. At this time all steerage passengers and 
the crew are examined on deck and the sick, of any class, in their 
rooms. 

I issued a circular letter on August 25, relative to the fumigation of 
vessels from infected ports bound for the United States, and sent it to 
the various shipping agents of this port, while the American consul 
sent a copj^ to the consular agents at Kingston, St. Vincent, West 
Indies, and at Castries, St. Lucia, West Indies, which are within the 
jurisdiction of this consulate. In addition, one copy was posted in 
Commercial Hall and another in the office of the harbor master of 
Barbados. I transmit a copy herewith. 

All my boarding is done in rowboats furnished by the shipping 
agents at their expense. These boats are necessary, as Bridgetown, 
the only seaport of this island, has no docks. There is a small quay 
here used only by sailing vessels of light draft (less than 14 feet), but 
all other vessels anchor in the open bay (Carlisle Bay), from half a 
mile to a mile from shore, where the cargo is discharged and loaded 
from lighters, and passengers embark in rowboats. I might say that 
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with rare exceptions, all vessels bound for the United States remain 
in the open bay. 

[Inelosures.] 

Permit — harbor police guard. 

Barbados, W. L, August 13, 1904. 
Permission is hereby given to Doctor Ward, of the United States Health Depart- 
ment, to go on board of any vessel in quarantine at any time, either day or night, 
even although the health officers may not have visited, and again return to the shore 
at his convenience. 

E.-Howard Bannister, Health Officer. 

Circular relative to disinfection of vessels. 

Office of the American Consul, 

Barbados, W. I., August 25, 190 Jf. 
To masters, agents, or owners of steamships and sailing vessels hound 

for ports in the United States of America: 

Until further notice, at the request of the master, agent, or owner, 
any vessel bound for any port south of the southern boundary of 
Maryland in the United States coming from a port infected or sus- 
pected of being infected with yellow fever will be fumigated under 
my direction and a certificate to that effect will be attached to the 
American bills of health. This certificate, when presented at the 
southern ports of the United States, it is expected, will prevent the 

Quarantine detention of these vessels upon their arrival, unless ten 
ays or more have been consumed in the voyage from this port. 
Any vessel coming from a port infected or suspected of being 
infected with plague and bound for any port in the United States will 
be fumigated under my direction at the request of the master, agent, 
or owner, and a certificate of disinfection issued. This certificate, it 
is expected, will prevent the quarantine detention of these vessels 
upon their arrival. 

The various agents, owners, or shipping interests shall furnish the 
material necessary to conduct this fumigation and also the help 
required to perform it. 

For further information apply to the undersigned. 

William K. Ward, Assistant Surgeon, 

Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly 

and monthly. 

Africa — Zourenco Marques. — Month of June, 1904. Estimated 
population, 10,000. Total number of deaths, 62, including 8 from 
phthisis pulmonalis. 

Austria-Hungary — Brunn. — Month of June, 1904. Estimated 
population, 95,342. Total number of deaths, 203, including diphtheria 
2, enteric fever 3, measles 2, scarlet fever 2, and 43 from tuber- 
culosis. 

Month of July, 1904. Total number of deaths, 226, including diph- 
theria 1, enteric fever 3, measles 5, scarlet fever 10, and 47 from 
tuberculosis. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended September 2, 1904. 
Estimated population, 1,232. One death. No contagious diseases. 



